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Goals

We will study the basics of linguistic anthropology, the empirical study of language, thought, and
culture. Review of basic research methods and ethics along with several case studies will guide
students towards a brief empirical study on a topic of their choosing. The goal of this course is to
deepen students’ understanding of the fascinating relationships of language, culture, and society, of
methods of investigation into these relationships, and of the importance of this understanding in
today’s world.
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Course Overview

Examples of the variety of areas and approaches to the linguistic anthropology of Japan will be
introduced along with readings on the relevant issues of the discipline from a globalized perspective.
We will read and discuss readings on both technical and practical topics, including fundamental
approaches and exemplary case studies. Key areas include (but are not limited to) language
acquisition, change, variation, performance, and ideology, as well as media, multilingualism and
globalization. In the exercises, students may pick up a case study to replicate in small scale to show
the development of their understanding and application of skills.
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Objectives
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Acquire highly proficient language skills and advanced knowledge in the field of
international communication and has the ability to demonstrate reliable communication
skills in a global society.
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Acquire the academic cogitative skills necessary to conduct specialized research from the
perspective of international communication, understand and logically as well as critically
analyze issues and topics of the international community, and has the ability to make
proposals and take action to solve these issues.
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Acquire the motivation, interest and attitude to constantly improve objective thinking skills

and advanced reasoning and decision-making skills required in glocal negotiation settings.
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Course Schedule

1. Learn the introductory issues in the field of linguistic anthropology
. Learn about ethics in research
. Learn about historical issues in the linguistic anthropological study of Japanese
. Learn about language acquisition (introduction of theory & case study)

. Learn about change (introduction of theory & case study)

2
3
4
5
6. Learn about variation (introduction of theory & case study)
7. Learn about performance (introduction of theory & case study)

8. Learn about ideology (introduction of theory & case study)

9. Learn about media (introduction of theory & case study)

10. Learn about multilingualism (introduction of theory & case study)
11. Learn about globalization (introduction of theory & case study)
12. Learn about change 2 (further case study)

13. Learn about media 2 (further case study)

14. General discussion and presentation

15. General discussion and presentation
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Assessment The evaluation method is based on the evaluation of the students' level of understanding through

Criteria discussions between the students and the instructor. Grading criteria will be in accordance with the
Graduate School Regulations.
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Preparation and

Revision

outside Class
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Suggested, as needed.
Textbooks

Readings will be provided.
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Stanlaw, James ed. 2021. The International Encyclopedia of Linguistic Anthropology,
Wiley/Black- well.




