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Goals

In this globalized era, the nature of local identities remains an important topic of research, and forms
the main topic for this course. This course examines Japanese regionality and how localities are
constructed and reconstructed based on relationships to their physical environments (e.g.,
geography, climate) as well as the social environments, considering historical and contemporary
issues. The goal of this course is to examine various factors and case studies to help students examine

regionality not as a static scenario but a dynamic process of human cultural development.
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Course Overview

Regionalism, localism, and glocalism are important topics in today’s world. We will study the effects
of physical environmental contexts that form the basis of subcultural differentiation within a nation-
state. Adding to that, we will study how the social history of a place is also important to its
particularities, along with the contemporary developments of administrative mergers, revaluation of
localities, globalization, and mobility. In the exercises, students will learn to think about these issues

and brainstorm further solutions to current issues.
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Objectives
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Acquire highly proficient language skills and advanced knowledge in the field of
international communication and has the ability to demonstrate reliable communication
skills in a global society.
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Acquire the ability to observe objectively at the diversity of foreign cultures and to
accurately grasp the characteristics of each, and has knowledge about foreign cultures.
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Acquire the ability to conduct interdisciplinary research on a range of issues that exist in
the modern global society.
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Are able to give presentations and has communication skills in English.
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Topics Studied

1. Culture and Regionality introduction

2. Physical environmental factors: geography and climate (16) [textbook chapter number *]
3. Locality: case study (2)

4. Local-National dynamics: municipal mergers (14)

5. Local-National dynamics: municipal mergers and activism (9)
6. Impacts of mergers: transportation industry (10)

7. Impacts of mergers: fishery co-operatives (11)

8. Local governance issues (14-15)

9 Local-National dynamics: furusato nozei (13)

10. Physical environmental risk (6)

11. Social economic change and risk (8)

12. Social demographic change and risk (7)

13. Mobility and opportunity (3)

14. Rural cosmopolitanism (4)

bt 3 15. Place, wellbeing, and selfhood (5)
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Assessment The evaluation method is based on the evaluation of the students' level of understanding through

Criteria discussions between the students and the instructor. Grading criteria will be in accordance with the
Graduate School Regulations.
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Preparation and
Revision

outside Class
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Textbooks

*Ganseforth, Sonja and Hanno Jetzsch. 2021. Rethinking Locality in Japan. Routledge: New York
& London.
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Other materials: Suggested, as needed.
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