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Goals

This course is for the graduate students who are interested not only in the concepts and theories
in development economics but also passionate in the best practices/empirical works in
international development. This course gives practical understanding and experiences of how pro-
poor policies work in practice in the field of international development- the focus mostly comes
from the instructors™ continued high quality empirical research including randomized control
trials. Best practices on the natural experiments and quasi experiments including machine
leaning/data science are also discussed. The course will also give exposure about how tools of
macroeconomics, microeconomics, econometrics, international trade, etc. are applied to
understanding the problems of development, and how data and empirical evidence can shed light
on conflicting views and questions about the process of development.
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Course
Overview

The instructor gives brief technical introduction (relevant concept/theories, identification
strategies, dataset, etc.) from standard textbooks and a number of scholarly papers on policy
relevant development economics topics and challenges exercise/questions for the students’
discussion. Students also need to work for the relevant conceptual exercises/homework, class
tests/quizzes, replication projects, etc. so that students can understand their graduate thesis
projects on development economics better and contribute to their projects with more confidence.
Finally, students’ knowledge and expertise will be enhanced to work back at their home
country/professional position.
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Prerequisites /

It is expected that students should already have taken courses on introductory microeconomics,
econometrics/statistics and data science/management at the earlier semesters/undergraduate
courses. S/he should have good user of MS excel and primary user of STATA.
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All students who want to enroll in this course with credit must come to the first two classes. Once

Remarks registered for a course, a student may withdraw from the course without penalty by notifying the
instructor before the third class of the course. Absence without notice may result in a failing grade.
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Course introduction
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How to define Development
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Mini group discussion
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Evaluating development policies and programs: A Technical Introduction
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Course Evaluating development policies and programs: A Technical Introduction
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Introducing some exercise by MS Excel and Introduction to STATA, machine learning,
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Selected papers on Antipoverty Program and Microfinance
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Selected papers on Human capital
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Selected papers on Technology Adoption
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Selected papers Food Price Shocks and Covid 19 pandemic
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Selected papers on International Aid Effectiveness
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Selected papers on Infrastructure Development
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Selected papers on Gender
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Selected papers on Politics, Institutions and conflicts
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Discussion on replication project

13 VY r—vay Yuaves MIBETAT A ATy a v

Follow-up on Replication Project
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Presentation on Replication project and feedback for report writing
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Course Evaluation

= — 2l

Tentatively, specific grading will be below (subject to minor changes after consulting with the
students at the end).
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A Homework/exercise:25%, Individual class performance including attendance/participation in the
éf;ii??ent presentation and discussion: 25%, Class test/quiz/Mid-term: 25%, Replication Project
presentation and report:25%.
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Students need to prepare them for the group works/presentation/homework (to be introduced
in first week and every week) throughout the semester and there might have some questions to
RIS PANRE prepare them for weekly presentation / exercises / homework.
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outside Class
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I encourage students to make their questions any time during the class, more specifically at the

beginning or end of every week class. They can also visit me during office hours.
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Textbooks

De Janvry, A. and Sadoulet E. “Chapter 4 (Impact Evaluation), Development Economics-Theory
and Practice” Routledge 2016

Khandker, S. R., Koolwal, G. B., & Samad, H. A. (2009). Handbook on impact evaluation:
quantitative methods and practices. World Bank Publications

Christopher F. Baum, An introduction to Modern Econometrics using STATA, Stata Press, 2006.
ISBN: 9781597180139
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Additional References will be given every week throughout the semester.
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References
Please be patient and tolerant to other people’s opinion and learn how to dispute in the politically
correct manner.
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Remarks

Participation is required. Students are expected to attend all the classes on time, participate
actively in all class activities and complete all assignments on time.
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