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Goals

This seminar is designed for Graduate students at International Liberal Arts to write/conduct their
thesis/researches in the field of International Development Economics. This course gives practical
exposure to develop skills and expertise to conduct high quality empirical research following
applied econometrics and machine leaning techniques to explain of how pro-poor policies work in
practice in the field of international development. Students’ knowledge and expertise will be

enhanced to work back at their home country/professional position.
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Course Overview

The general objective of the seminar is to provide guidance to the young researchers with the
relevant theories, conceptual framework, identification strategies and best practices in relation to
the students™ research topics to explain of how pro-poor policies work in practice in the field of
international development and conduct the excellent empirical research. At different stages of the
research project, the instructor gives some lectures/advice about how to conduct high quality
research in the field, develop a good quality research proposal, review/write a paper, analyzing the
data, etc. In consultation with the instructor, participant students need to develop their researches,
present in the lab seminar on regular basis and external academic conferences occasionally, and

write scientific papers for top rated journals in the field.
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Prerequisites /

Advanced/latest theories, tools, techniques, etc. from International Development Economics,
econometrics, data science, academic writing, etc. need to be used for your research. So, you are
strongly advised to take those courses from SILA-Graduate program and/or learning those at your

own initiative.
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Remarks Graduate Students are selected as senior members in the seminar group-therefore, it is expected that
they will be able to give critical comments verbally on junior members" research to be presented in
the seminar.
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How to conduct high quality empirical research in the field of International Development
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9 Students’ presentation on Research Proposal
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3 How to conduct literature review
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4 How to gather relevant datasets
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B How to clean and manage data for the analyses
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5 How to clean and manage data for the analyses
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7 Students’ presentation on Descriptive Statistics
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3 How to conduct advanced empirical analyses
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10 Suidents’ presentation on empiricql results
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13 Students’ complete research presentation and feedback
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15 Students’ complete research presentation and feedback
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Assessment
Criteria

Grading is based on the active participation (attendance and performance/attitude during the seminar
including external academic conferences) and quality of the submitted research papers. Absence
without notice may result in a failing grade. Grading criteria will be in accordance with the Graduate
School Regulations.
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Preparation and
Revision outside
Class

Students need to prepare themselves for the group works/presentation/homework throughout
the week and might have some questions to prepare for weekly seminars.
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I encourage students to make their questions any time during the class, more specifically at the
beginning or end of every week class. They can also visit me by appointment/office hours.
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Textbooks

De Janvry, A. and Sadoulet E. “Chapter 4 (Impact Evaluation), Development Economics-Theory
and Practice” Routledge 2016

Khandker, S. R., Koolwal, G. B., & Samad, H. A. (2009). Handbook on impact evaluation:
guantitative methods and practices. World Bank Publications

Christopher F. Baum, An introduction to Modern Econometrics using STATA, Stata Press, 2006.
ISBN: 9781597180139
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References

Additional references will be given for every week throughout the semester
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Remarks

Please be patient and tolerant to other people’s opinion and learn how to dispute in the politically

correct manner.

DO NDOFRICK L THEMMS LA TH Y . BUARIIZIE LWHIE Tl 3 2 HiEx F A
TLEENY,

Maintain regular/healthy communication.
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Participation is required. Students are expected to attend all the classes on time, participate actively
in all seminar activities and complete all assignments on time.
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