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Goals

This course aims to integrate advanced theoretical and analytical approaches in International

Relations with historically grounded perspectives on the evolution of global order. Students will

study research design and theoretical foundations in IR, power transition theory and rising powers,

global governance and deglobaliza-tion, conflict and peace in the 21st century, traditional and non-

traditional security, non-state actors and sovereignty, Big Tech and polarization, and natural

resources and global politics and democracy and au-thoritarianism. In parallel, the course

incorporates a historical approach, enabling students to analyze structural changes, long-term

patterns, and civilizational interactions shaping world politics.

1. Demonstrate a strong understanding of major IR theories and research design, and

articulate structured academic arguments.

2. Critically analyze cases in international politics using diverse forms of evidence, including

policy documents, data, and historical sources.

3. Develop and conduct an original research project on themes such as global governance,




security, international political economy, sovereignty, digital-era politics, or civilizational

dynamics, resulting in an academic paper or policy report.

4. Integrate theoretical and historical perspectives to produce balanced, evidence-based, and

non-ideological evaluations of international political phenomena.
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Course Overview

This course aims to integrate advanced theoretical and analytical approaches in International
Relations with historically grounded perspectives on the evolution of global order. Students will
study research design and theoretical foundations in IR, power transition theory and rising powers,
global governance and deglobaliza-tion, conflict and peace in the 21st century, traditional and non-
traditional security, non-state actors and sovereignty, Big Tech and polarization, and natural
resources and global politics and democracy and au-thoritarianism. In parallel, the course
incorporates a historical approach, enabling students to analyze structural changes, long-term
patterns, and civilizational interactions shaping world politics.
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Acquire the academic cogitative skills necessary to conduct specialized research from the
perspective of international communication, understand and logically as well as critically
analyze issues and topics of the international community, and has the ability to make

proposals and take action to solve these issues.
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Z(LIJ'I:Ztives SHDLER - B - BEA AT 5, Acquire the motivation, interest and attitude to
constantly improve objective thinking skills and advanced reasoning and decision-making
skills required in glocal negotiation settings.
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%, Acquire the ability to conduct interdisciplinary research on a range of issues that
exist in the modern global society.
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Prerequisites

Prior coursework in Introduction to Political Science or International Relations is strongly
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recommended.
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Course Schedule
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This course is structured over 15 sessions, each addressing advanced topics in International
Relations. The content of each session is outlined below:
(Rui Saraiva)
I A buFrar BETFA o [EERBIRR O B S
(Introduction, Research Design, and Theoretical Foundations in International Relations)
2. NU— - bTrvvar (MOBT) LHREDORHE
(Power Transitions and Rising Powers)
3. Zu—r b s ANRT R ELEMER, HOVIIW LB v — e ?
(Global Governance and Multilateralism or Fragmentation and Deglobalization?)
4. 21EAIC IS T D & RN
(Conflict and Peace in the 21st Century)
5. R AR K OFHaRE R L kb
(Security Studies: Traditional and Non-Traditional Security)
6. UT7ATH L ~OE  FEEFERBZOPICL TEHLES BRI T D2
(Challenging Leviathan: How Non-State Actors are Rewriting Sovereignty)
7. BERT v 743, b, £ L TCHOMEZE ?
(Big Tech, Polarization and the Clash of Civilizations?)
8. REER, MEER. TL HADOIHE
(Democracy, Authoritarianism, and Individual Sovereignty)
(Turkay Gasimova)
9. E, EHEEF, £ L TEZEHOERMIRORR
(Empires, International Order, and the Limits of State-Centric IR)
10. REREP, =¥ —Buh, € L TREEEDOfEHK
(Natural Resources, Energy Politics, and the Crisis of Democracy)
1. 7'm =7 VBER 3 O AT
(Moral Failures of Global Capitalism)
12. BR, B (£ V7 0)  BHE, 2L T7r—"UE—a U ~DORf

(Migration, Mobility, Borders, and discontent of globalization)




(Rui Saraiva)
13.77 /uv— B, BIOEZFEI AT LORK
(Technology, Surveillance, and the Future of the State System)
14. ZRMRME L PO EA - AL, vART 4 7 A B X OERIEHIBEFr DAk
(The Security and Defense Revolution: Al, Robotics, and the Future of Strategic Competition)
15. [EBRRRFF OASK « #edhds L ORI K DHF7ERER

(The Future of International Order: Synthesis and Student Research Presentations)
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Assessment In-Class participation: 30%
Criteria Assignments and presentations: 30%
Final examination: 40%
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Preparation and

Revision

outside Class
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Students should dedicate at least 4 hours per week to reading, research, and preparation for

discussions. Independent investigation of advanced topics is strongly encouraged.
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In the master’s program, students are expected to read the relevant sections of the books listed in the
bibliography. Other relevant materials will be provided by your instructor.
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